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NORTH TORONTO HISTORICAL SOCIETY    

NEWSLETTER 
VOL. 45  NO. 2                        SUMMER 2021 

The Society meets at the Northern District Library, 40 Orchard View Boulevard (one block north of Eglinton, just west of 

Yonge) at 7:30 pm on the last Wednesday of each month from September to November & January to May.  Programmes are 

free and are open to the public. Our co:sponsor is the Northern District Branch of the Toronto Public Library. 

Fall LiveFall LiveFall LiveFall Live::::Stream ProgrammesStream ProgrammesStream ProgrammesStream Programmes 

Wednesday, 24 November, 7:30 p.m.Wednesday, 24 November, 7:30 p.m.Wednesday, 24 November, 7:30 p.m.Wednesday, 24 November, 7:30 p.m.    
TORONTO'S LOST VILLATORONTO'S LOST VILLATORONTO'S LOST VILLATORONTO'S LOST VILLAGESGESGESGES    

    
Author and popular speaker Ron Brown Ron Brown Ron Brown Ron Brown brings to life the stories of 
the many small communities that once dotted our region 

RRRREGISTEREGISTEREGISTEREGISTER    AFTERAFTERAFTERAFTER 1 N 1 N 1 N 1 NOVEMBEROVEMBEROVEMBEROVEMBER 

Wednesday, 27 October, 7:30 p.m.Wednesday, 27 October, 7:30 p.m.Wednesday, 27 October, 7:30 p.m.Wednesday, 27 October, 7:30 p.m.    
THE MISSING MILLIONATHE MISSING MILLIONATHE MISSING MILLIONATHE MISSING MILLIONAIRE: IRE: IRE: IRE:     

THE TRUE STORY OF AMBROSE SMALL  AND THETHE TRUE STORY OF AMBROSE SMALL  AND THETHE TRUE STORY OF AMBROSE SMALL  AND THETHE TRUE STORY OF AMBROSE SMALL  AND THE CITY  CITY  CITY  CITY 
OBSESSED WITH FINDING HIMOBSESSED WITH FINDING HIMOBSESSED WITH FINDING HIMOBSESSED WITH FINDING HIM    

 
Author Katie Daubs Katie Daubs Katie Daubs Katie Daubs tells the gripping story of the disappearance 
Ambrose Small. 

RRRREGISTEREGISTEREGISTEREGISTER    AFTERAFTERAFTERAFTER 1 O 1 O 1 O 1 OCTOBERCTOBERCTOBERCTOBER 

Registration information and lecture details on back page 

Wednesday, 29 September 7:30 p.m.Wednesday, 29 September 7:30 p.m.Wednesday, 29 September 7:30 p.m.Wednesday, 29 September 7:30 p.m.    
WONSCONTEONACHWONSCONTEONACHWONSCONTEONACHWONSCONTEONACH::::    

INDIGENOUS BEGINNINGINDIGENOUS BEGINNINGINDIGENOUS BEGINNINGINDIGENOUS BEGINNINGS OF THE DON RIVER VALLEYS OF THE DON RIVER VALLEYS OF THE DON RIVER VALLEYS OF THE DON RIVER VALLEY    
    

Explore the Indigenous history of the Don with Fred MartinFred MartinFred MartinFred Martin, an 
Anishinaabe and Indigenous Knowledge Keeper. 

RRRREGISTEREGISTEREGISTEREGISTER    AFTERAFTERAFTERAFTER 1 S 1 S 1 S 1 SEPTEMBEREPTEMBEREPTEMBEREPTEMBER    
Email membership@northtorontohistoricalsociety.org and we will 
send you an invitation with details. You can join us on Zoom by 
internet or phone. 
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Heritage WatchHeritage WatchHeritage WatchHeritage Watch    

From the EditorFrom the EditorFrom the EditorFrom the Editor    
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Heritage Watch Heritage Watch Heritage Watch Heritage Watch continued from page 2 

    
Compromise is possibleCompromise is possibleCompromise is possibleCompromise is possible    
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Community Preservation Panels: Community Preservation Panels: Community Preservation Panels: Community Preservation Panels:     
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Spring Lecture SeriesSpring Lecture SeriesSpring Lecture SeriesSpring Lecture Series    
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College Street College Street College Street College Street continues on page 5 

AAAAPRILPRILPRILPRIL: : : : Marta O’BrienMarta O’BrienMarta O’BrienMarta O’Brien    
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WONSCONTEONACHWONSCONTEONACHWONSCONTEONACHWONSCONTEONACH: INDIGENOUS BEGINNI: INDIGENOUS BEGINNI: INDIGENOUS BEGINNI: INDIGENOUS BEGINNINGS NGS NGS NGS 
OF THE DON RIVER VALLEYOF THE DON RIVER VALLEYOF THE DON RIVER VALLEYOF THE DON RIVER VALLEY    

The Don River, the surrounding Valley and its many 
streams and trails have played a vital role in the 
development of Toronto and its historic 
neighbourhoods. We will explore the Indigenous 
history of the Don with Fred MartinFred MartinFred MartinFred Martin, an Anishinaabe 
and Indigenous Knowledge Keeper. Fred has devoted 
his life to the pursuit of traditional ceremonies, 
storytelling, and an understanding of the historical 
record of First Nations peoples in Canada. 

TTTTOOOO R R R REGISTEREGISTEREGISTEREGISTER    
Email Email Email Email membership@northtorontohistoricalsociety.org 
and we will send you an invitation with details of 
how to join the online meeting. You can join us on 
Zoom by internet or phone. 

Wednesday, 27 October, 7:30 p.m.Wednesday, 27 October, 7:30 p.m.Wednesday, 27 October, 7:30 p.m.Wednesday, 27 October, 7:30 p.m.    
Register after 1 Oct.Register after 1 Oct.Register after 1 Oct.Register after 1 Oct.    

THE MISSING MILLIONATHE MISSING MILLIONATHE MISSING MILLIONATHE MISSING MILLIONAIRE: THE TRUE STORY IRE: THE TRUE STORY IRE: THE TRUE STORY IRE: THE TRUE STORY 
OF AMBROSE SMALL  AND THE CITY OBSESSED OF AMBROSE SMALL  AND THE CITY OBSESSED OF AMBROSE SMALL  AND THE CITY OBSESSED OF AMBROSE SMALL  AND THE CITY OBSESSED 

WITH FINDING HIMWITH FINDING HIMWITH FINDING HIMWITH FINDING HIM 
In December 1919, Ambrose Small, the mercurial 
owner of the Grand Opera House in Toronto, sold his 
network of Ontario theatres, deposited a million:
dollar cheque in his bank account, and was never seen 
again. As weeks turned to years, the disappearance 
became the most "extraordinary unsolved mystery" of 
its time. In The Missing Millionaire, author Katie Katie Katie Katie 
Daubs Daubs Daubs Daubs tells the gripping story of the Small mystery. 

Wednesday, 24 November, 7:30 p.m.Wednesday, 24 November, 7:30 p.m.Wednesday, 24 November, 7:30 p.m.Wednesday, 24 November, 7:30 p.m.    
Register after 1 Nov.Register after 1 Nov.Register after 1 Nov.Register after 1 Nov.    

TORONTO'S LOST VILLATORONTO'S LOST VILLATORONTO'S LOST VILLATORONTO'S LOST VILLAGESGESGESGES    
Over more than two centuries, Toronto has ballooned 
from a muddy collection of huts on a swampy 
waterfront to Canada’s largest and most diverse city. 
Amid  this urban agglomeration are the remains of 
many small communities that once dotted the region. 
Author and popular speaker Ron Brown Ron Brown Ron Brown Ron Brown brings their 
stories back to life. 

We welcome contributions from members: 
heritage events and achievements, brief 
articles and photographs of local history 
interest. 
 

Submissions for the next Submissions for the next Submissions for the next Submissions for the next NewsletterNewsletterNewsletterNewsletter by 23 August to  by 23 August to  by 23 August to  by 23 August to 
newsletter@northtorontohistoricalsociety.orgnewsletter@northtorontohistoricalsociety.orgnewsletter@northtorontohistoricalsociety.orgnewsletter@northtorontohistoricalsociety.org    
or call 416or call 416or call 416or call 416::::481481481481::::6622.6622.6622.6622.    

Receive the Receive the Receive the Receive the ���������� !�*�������&    
 
Would you like us to remind you of upcoming meetings 
and heritage events with an electronic newsletter?  
 
Email me at alex@northtorontohistoricalsociety.org and 
I will add you to the distribution list. We will not give 
out your email address. 

Alex. GrenzebachAlex. GrenzebachAlex. GrenzebachAlex. Grenzebach 

Fall Programme DetailsFall Programme DetailsFall Programme DetailsFall Programme Details 
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The NTHS Executive desperately needs a 
volunteer to record the Minutes of 

executive meetings. We have 
between 3 and 5 meetings a year. 
If you can help, please contact 
info@northtorontohistoricalsociety.org 


